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“For this reason, since the day
we heard about you, we have not
stopped praying for you. We con-
tinually ask God to fill you with
the knowledge of his will through
all the wisdom and understand-
ing that the Spirit gives, so that
you may live a life worthy of the
Lord and please him in every way:
bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God,
being strengthened with all power
according to his glorious might so
that you may have great endur-
ance and patience, and giving joy-
ful thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheri-
tance of his holy people in the king-
dom of light. For he has rescued us
from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the
Son he loves, in whom we have re-
demption, the forgiveness of sins.”
(Colossians 1: 9-14).

l)aul writes this letter to help
the Colossians become ground-
ed and confident in what they
believe. Paul wants his readers
to be firm, not flimsy; he wants
them to feel secure, not shaky;
he wants them to be confident,
not confused. He wants the Co-
lossians to live a life worthy of
the Lord and pleasing Him in
every way. Paul wants the Co-
lossians to live so that there is
a balance between what they
say they believe and how they
behave as Christians. There is
a balance between their Chris-
tian faith and their Christian
lifestyle. What does a Christian
lifestyle look like? To walk wor-
thy of the Lord has nothing to
do with earning your salvation,
and it has nothing to do with
earning God’s favor. We live not
to earn God’s favor but to live
from God’s favor. Because of our
relationship with Christ, our life
is connected with Christ, and we
want to live out of that relation-
ship. Our lifestyle should reflect
our relationship with Christ. In
this prayer, Paul answers three
questions: what does a mature
Christian do? What does that
look like? I want you to examine
three characteristics of Chris-
tian maturity closely.

First- Christian maturity
means growth. Paul states in
verse ten that Christians mature
by bearing fruit in every good
work and growing in the knowl-
edge of God. The fruit that Paul
has in mind is related to our
character. Maturity is more than
gaining intellectual knowledge
and becoming brighter. Paul
wants the Colossians to under-
stand that actual knowledge
produces character change. Paul
writes in Galatians 5:23, “But
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
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peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness and self-control. Against
such things, there is no law.” A
mature Christian has a mature
character. A mature Christian
becomes more like Jesus in his
thoughts, feelings, and actions.
A mature Christian grows his
character to reflect the character
of Christ. For example- is your
first response to love people?
Is joy your dominant emotion?
Does peace characterize your
demeanor? When things don’t
go your way, are you patient?
Are you faithful to all your com-
mitments? Is your character
becoming like the character of
Jesus? How do I grow my char-
acter? I grow my character by
growing in my knowledge of
God. The more you know about
God, the more you relate to Him
and will become like Him. The
more you read the Bible, the
more you understand God. The
more you pray, the more you
connect with God. Christians
have a personal relationship
with God through Jesus Christ,
and what could be more excit-
ing than getting to know the
God of the universe? The more
you get to know God, the more
exhilarating your life will be-
come, and the more mature you
will grow. 1 Peter 2:2 says, “Like
newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you
may grow up in your salvation.”
There is always something new

to learn about God, and there is
always a next step to take and a
deeper relationship with God to
enjoy. Maturity means growth.
Second, Christian maturity
means grit. Paul writes in verse
11, “.being strengthened with
all power according to his glori-
ous might so that you may have
great endurance and patience.”
Endurance and patience sug-
gest grit. Grit means passion
and perseverance over the long
haul. It’s the tenacious attitude
that won’t quit and won't give
up until success is achieved.
Mature people aren’t easily side-
tracked; they stick with it until
all obstacles are overcome. God
wants to grow your grit, and grit
develops with difficulty. Tough
times, taste maturity, and grit
grow every time you overcome
an obstacle. But most people
don’t enjoy obstacles and chal-
lenges. We don’t see them as
opportunities to be embraced
but as problems to eliminate.
As one pastor put it, in my thir-
ty years of ministry, no one has
ever asked me to pray for them
that they would endure, but
many have asked me to pray for
them to eliminate the problem
or go away. Grit develops when
you face irritating circumstanc-
es and difficult people. Things
don’t always go how you expect,
and people don’t always act as
you think they should. Your
natural response is to get up-
set and shout your impatience

Are you growing? Are you hecoming strong in your Chris-
tian faith? Are you reading the Bible? Are you connecting
with God more deeply this year than last? Can you say
that 1 am growing or advancing in my Christian faith? Are
you developing grit as you go through this pandemic?

or become bitter and resentful.
Paul talks about grit using two
words- First, you need endur-
ance. You need to hang on and
not give up. Charles Spurgeon
once said, “By perseverance, the
snail reached the ark.” Second,
you need patience. Patience
means long-suffering; patience
means you are willing to wait
and not pay people back for
what they have done. It means
that you are willing to forgive
and not take revenge. Where do
you get the grit to endure and to
be patient? The strength comes
from God’s power and His glo-
rious might. God promises di-
vine help to those who are going
through the rough times. God’s
strength will get you through
the challenging moments in life.
Instead of relying upon your-
self, you learn to rely upon God.
Mature people don't fall apart
when life is apart. Instead, they
rely upon God’s strength to give
them grit, endurance, and pa-
tience.

Third, Christian maturity
means gratitude. Paul writes
in verse twelve about giving
thanks to our heavenly Father.
Mature Christians never forget
what God has done for them.
They never take God’s salva-
tion for granted. Instead, they
always stop and thank God for
all He has done. Hard times may
cause us to complain, but God’s
salvation should always make
us grateful. Christians should

be the most thankful people
on earth. We owe God for ev-
erything. Our very existence
comes from God, our salvation
comes from God, and our place
in eternity comes from God. We
thank God for our redemption.
Paul writes in verse fourteen
that Christians have received
redemption- the forgiveness of
sins. The Greeks used the term
redemption when money was
paid to buy back and set free
prisoners of war or to free slaves
from their masters. Jesus set us
free from sin and death by pay-
ing the ransom price with His
blood. Sin and death no longer
have a claim on us; we are free,
and our sins have been forgiven.
Our sins have been removed as
far as the East is from the West.
We are free; we are forgiven,
and we are no longer slaves to
sin. We live in the freedom of
Jesus Christ. That means we
can wake up every morning and
start every day fresh and new.
The sins from yesterday have
all been washed away. God has
cleansed the past. The burden
and guilt of yesterday no longer
drag us down. How grateful we
ought to be?

Paul prayed for the Colos-
sians so that they would become
mature in their Christian faith.
We likewise need to become
mature in our faith. What does
that look like? We keep grow-
ing by learning more and more
about Jesus so that we can be-
come like Him in our character,
thoughts, feelings, and actions.
We develop grit. Difliculties
teach us that we need to rely on
God’s strength, not our own.
We don’t quit when things get
tough; we lean into God and de-
velop endurance and patience.
We express gratitude. We thank
God for His great salvation be-
cause His salvation is the foun-
dation of our life. Our relation-
ship with God defines who we
are and what we do daily. Chris-
tian maturity means that we are
on a journey to know God, love
God, and live for God every
day of our lives. Are you grow-
ing? Are you becoming strong
in your Christian faith? Are you
reading the Bible? Are you con-
necting with God more deeply
this year than last? Can you say
that I am growing or advanc-
ing in my Christian faith? Are
you developing grit as you go
through this pandemic? Which
of these three areas do you need
to work on the most? You can
write it down. God wants us to
be mature. Which of those areas
of maturity need your attention?
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